
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to the sixth newsletter of the  East of England German Network. I hope you’ll find the information useful. If you would like to advertise a future 

event or a job opportunity in the next newsletter (due to be published the Monday after the autumn half term holiday) or share a teaching and learning 

idea or resource, please get in touch using the e-mail address above. Viele Grüße, Stefanie (I run this newsletter as a volunteer and hope, but cannot 

guarantee, that all the information is accurate.) 

Winter 2017 

Oxford German Olympiad - Deutsch(e) jenseits von 
Deutschland - German(s) beyond Germany 

http://www.ogn.ox.ac.uk/oxford-german-olympiad-2017 

Years 7 to 9 (age 11-14): 

 Write a conversation between a Deutscher 
Schäferhund and a Bernhardiner. 

 Read Judith Kerr's When Hitler Stole Pink 
Rabbit and write a summary or write about the 
adventures of Anna's toy dog. 

 Design a brochure about a German-speaking 
community or country outside Germany, 
Austria and Switzerland. 

Years 10 and 11 (age 14-16): 

 Relocate the adventures of Hänsel und Gretel 
and write their story. 

 Write a blog post or short article about a 
German-speaking community outside 
Germany. 

 Write a profile of a well-known German-
speaking individual who was or is active 
outside Germany, Austria and Switzerland. 

Years 12 and 13 (age 16-18): 

 Write about the experience of a German or 
German-speaking community when they 
emigrate(d) from Germany. 

 Choose a German dialect from Austria, 
Switzerland or another country outside 
Germany where German is spoken and explain 
its features. 

 Write a short essay on Germany's colonial 
history. 

 

Final call - Texts must be submitted by 31
st

 of January 2017. 

German creative writing competition for students in KS4 in Essex, Suffolk and Norfolk  

With the friendly support of the Schroeder Fund, Department of German and Dutch, 

University of Cambridge. 

Gestern Morgen ist dein Handy in die Badewanne gefallen (gluck gluck, weg war es…). Wie 

war dein Tag ohne Handy? Schreibe einen kurzen Text (150-200 Wörter). Texts can be 

handwritten or typed. Please sign your text at the bottom of the page to acknowledge that it 

is your own work. Please submit your entry by email or post: 

sgreen@farlingaye.suffolk.sch.uk 

Mrs S Green, Languages Department 
Farlingaye High School, Woodbridge, Suffolk IP12 4JX 
 
The best entry will receive a £30 Amazon voucher, further Amazon vouchers of £20 and £10 

will go to the second and third best entry respectively. Winners will also receive certificates. 

Poster attached to this newsletter.  

 

 
 

Gute Vorsätze für 2017 – I am hoping to try out some new teaching and learning activites. 

I have just spent some time reviewing a set of cards entitled ‘What Works. MFLanguages’ 

produced by ‘the schools, students and teachers network’ (https://www.ssatuk.co.uk/). 

Here is a selection of the ones I like particularly. 

*Provide a recording – get students to devise the questions. *Split up a longer and more 

complex text into sections and give each section to a group to present to the class, so that 

the class builds up a shared understanding of the text. *Small group pass the parcel. Students 

are in groups of four. Each group receives a set of cards in a bag with revision questions. Play 

pass the parcel in the usual way. Students have to pick a card from the bag, when the music 

stops and complete the task on the card. The student who gets the last card is the 

winner.*Play a recording as a dictation, one small section at a time. Reveal the transcript of 

each section at a time. Could be done as a competition. *Students are in groups and are 

given a topic and need to think of as many nouns/verbs/adjectives as they can that are 

related to it. Stop after five minutes. Get each group to choose a word that they think no one 

else in the class will have. Give points if they choose the correct word. Find the group with 

the most words. They the other groups they have five minutes to overtake that group. The 

group with most words tries to keep their top spot. Share all words on the board at the end. 

Return to the complete list at the end and get students to compete who remembers most 

words. *Taking the register, display vocabulary or a short phrase for each member of the 

class that students have to translate or provide a synonym or antonym etc. for. Once the 

register is taken, students use whiteboards in pairs to see how many they recall. The same 

list could be used several times by shuffling the vocab./phrases. 

 

 

 

Follow me on Twitter: @EastEngGerman 

 

 

Best of Enemies 

http://www.best-of-enemies.de/ 

Was halten die Briten wirklich von den Deutschen? Die 

britische Anthropologin Mary-Ann Ochota will das 

herausfinden - ohne Rücksicht auf Verluste. Mit einem 

1966er VW-Bus namens "Grace" zieht sie los auf eine 

Entdeckungsreise durch Großbritannien. In der Serie 

"Best of Enemies" trifft sie auf Landsleute, die das 

Propagandabild vom deutschen "Hunnen" hinter sich 

gelassen haben und bereit sind für einen neuen Blick auf 

deutsche Technik, deutschen Fußball und sogar 

deutschen Humor. 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLnQD8S3ip13yT

U09RgVKqFGZ_Rlwdw4tI 

 

Two links recommended by Katy Miller at Hadleigh High School 

Great resources:  http://resources.wjec.co.uk/Pages/ResourceByArgs?subId=15 

Vocab revision resource: https://linguathon.herokuapp.com/ 
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Opportunities at the University of Cambridge  
 
Routes into Languages East has moved to the University of Cambridge  and all activities will continue  See attached newsletter for details. 
 
Study on the importance of Erasmus plus - http://www.mml.cam.ac.uk/news/why-we-cannot-afford-to-lose-Erasmus-plus 
 
CamMACT - We'd like to invite you to attend the first CamMACT! CamMACT, the Cambridge Modern Foreign Languages Annual Conference for Teachers, 

was previously the Oliver Prior Society Meeting, which ran over two days. CamMACT will be a one-day event on Monday the 3rd of April 2017, and will be 

free for all delegates. 

Our speakers will introduce some of the latest ideas in languages teaching at university level and explain how the topics taught develop out of current A 
Level courses. Delegates will also receive suggestions about the kinds of texts candidates may wish to explore in preparation for applying to university. 
With university applications in mind, CamMACT 2017 will close with a question and answer session on the Cambridge Admissions process. Delegates will 
receive advice on what is looked for in undergraduate applications and how prospective students might prepare themselves for interview.  

In addition to the full programme of presentations, there will be opportunities to discuss interests and issues informally with Faculty members and 
colleagues throughout the conference. In the abstract for her talk at CamMACT next year, teacher Bernardette Holmes writes: 'Now more than ever, 
languages education matters. In a climate of political uncertainty and with the prospect of social fragmentation and economic instability, our ability and 
willingness to speak multiple languages and develop intercultural understanding increase in significance and value. Language skills and cultural agility 
connect us to our past, define our present and have the potential to transform our future.' 

We hope CamMACT will provide an opportunity to share ideas about modern languages education with other teachers and Cambridge faculty members. 
A draft programme for the event is below, and details of bursaries for state school teachers will be made available on our webpage soon. Please contact 
Sofia Ropek Hewson (sar80@cam.ac.uk) with any queries, and register to attend here. https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/cammact-2017-tickets-
29215085106 

9:30-10:00 – Registration 

10:00-10:30 – Bernardette Holmes: ‘Speaking to a global future’ 

10:30-11:00 – Annemarie Künzl-Snodgrass and Natasha Franklin: ‘Starting a language from scratch at university’ 

11:00-11:30 – Coffee break  

11:30-12:00 – Martin Crowley: ‘At the limits of the human’ 

12:00-12:30 – Liana Giannakopoulou: ‘Mythical motifs in literature’ 

12:30-13:00 – Stanley Bill: ‘Teaching Polish in the UK’ 

13:00-14:00 – Lunch 

14:00-14:30 – Maite Conde and Felipe Schuery: ‘Decolonisation and modernity in the Lusophone world: Working across language and culture’ 

14:30-15:00 – Laura Moretti: ‘Languages and Cultures of the East’  

15:00-15:30 – Coffee break 

15:30-16:30 – ‘Admissions and Outreach at Cambridge’  

16:30-17:00 – Roundtable on teaching MFL  

17:00 – Drinks reception  

 

Opportunities at the University of East Anglia  

2017 will see the official launch of the brand new UEA Think German network – The website 
linked to this new initiative will go live mid-January 

Make a note in your diaries of the launch event - Sprechen Sie Deutsch? Germany and Europe 

today 

The University of East Anglia would like to invite Year 12 and 13 students to a special event 

exploring the German political system and German translation in today’s Europe. The event is 

free to attend but must be pre-booked. Date and time: Friday 24 March 2017, 9.45am – 3.00pm   

Venue: The University of East Anglia, Norwich NR4 7TJ   To book: please email 

Hum.Outreach@uea.ac.uk  

 
 

 

Self Drives: The Trabant 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b084x

xm1/episodes/player 

Will Self embarks on a 700 mile road trip in 

a Trabant, the iconic East German car. 

Starting in London, Will plans to drive all the 

way to where the car was manufactured in 

Zwickau, Germany. Will's travelling 

companion - and the instigator of this 

strange road trip - is his childhood friend 

Mike Shamash, a person of restricted 

growth.  
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The BGA Youthbridge Award 

 
For excellence in German 

School Year 2016-2017 

 

Youthbridge Awards are presented annually to the winning three students of each 
participating school. 
 
The students 
 

The aim of the Awards is to encourage students to continue with German at each option 
stage. Ideally, therefore, the students will be in a year before their next examinations (GCSE 
or A Level). However, we are happy to discuss other proposals. 
The winners are chosen by the Head of German of each school, taking into account: 
a) Enthusiasm for and ability in the German language 
b) Ability to motivate others to take up German and develop an interest in Germany 
c) The quality of their project – see below 
 
The project 
 

Each project should be in German and on a topic concerning Germany. It might, for instance, 
explain a student’s interest in or relationship to Germany, its culture (in the broadest sense of 
the word) or language. But it could equally be about his or her interest in one aspect: an artist, 
German music, history, sport, travel, or whatever. 
The project could be an essay, or it could be something quite different: talk-to-camera, filmed 
interviews, voiceovers, a Powerpoint presentation, poetry…. 
Projects should be copied to us along with the award nominations. 
 
The awards are: 
 

1st Prize: £50 plus the Youthbridge Award certificate 
2nd Prize: £30 plus the Youthbridge Award certificate 
3rd Prize: £20 plus the Youthbridge Award certificate 
 
Every year, we see projects of very high quality which show great creativity and imagination. 
We’re looking forward to as good or better this year! 
Please let us know as soon as possible if your school will be taking part. Nominations for this 
school year’s Awards may be sent to the BGA at any time during the school year, but should 
be received by the BGA if possible before 30.06.17. 
Best wishes, and good luck! 
 
Paul Stocker & Sue Austin 

British-German Association’s Youthbridge 



 German creative writing 
competition 

for students in KS4 in Essex, 
Suffolk and Norfolk 

With the friendly support of the Schroeder Fund, Department of 

German and Dutch, University of Cambridge. 

Gestern Morgen ist dein Handy in die Badewanne gefallen (gluck gluck, 

weg war es…). Wie war dein Tag ohne Handy? Schreibe einen kurzen 

Text (150-200 Wörter)  

Texts can be handwritten or typed. Please sign you text at the bottom 

of the page to acknowledge that it is your own work. 

Please submit your entry by email or post: 

sgreen@farlingaye.suffolk.sch.uk 

Mrs S Green 
Languages Department 
Farlingaye High School 
Woodbridge 
Suffolk IP12 4JX 
 
The best entry will receive a £30 Amazon voucher, further Amazon 

vouchers of £20 and £10 will go to the second and third best entry 

respectively. Winners will also receive certificates.  

Please submit your texts by 31st of January 2017.  

Viel Glück 
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